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City Council Meetings City Hall
Aug. 20 - 7:00 p.m.
at City Hall
Aug. 27 - 7:00 p.m.
Work Study at City Hall
Sept. 3 - 7:00 p.m.
at City Hall
Sept. 17 - 7:00 p.m.
at City Hall
Sept. 24 - 7:00 p.m.
Work Study at City Hall
Oct. 1 - 7:00 p.m.
at City Hall

Ribbon
Cutting
Ceremony
to Be Held
on Sept. 5

The public is invited
to our City Hall ribbon cutting
ceremony, which includes the
ribbon cutting at 5 p.m.,
followed by live music and
tours
of
the
interior.
Date: September 5th, 2019
Time: Starting at 4:30 p.m.

Location: 920 SE Cedar
Falls Way.
New City Hall is located
between the North Bend
Fire Station and Public
Works buildings. Light
refreshments will also be
provided.

Festival at Mount Si Held August 9th Through August 12th
The Festival at Mt Si brought hundreds
to Si View Metro Park Friday, August
9th through Sunday, August 11t with
entertainment, music, activities, arts
and crafts vendors, local food and
drinks for the entire family.
For more photos, go to https://
www.facebook.com/festivalatmtsi/.

Wastewater Treatment Improvements Underway
In order to maintain the City’s current
license and add redundancy to the
WWTP, City Councilmembers approved
a
significant
investment
in
our
Wastewater Treatment Plant. One of the
major projects will be a new building that
will house the ultraviolet disinfection
system, upgraded electrical panels and
effluent sampling station. This will also
add a redundant UV unit and replace the
old pump house building that is failing.
Additionally, this project will include the
construction of a new clarifier and the
rehabilitation of the existing one. This
project will add much-needed reliability
and redundancy to the wastewater
treatment plant as well as increasing
worker safety in several areas.
McClure and Sons, Inc., of Mill Creek,
WA was awarded the project in March
2019 and began work on the project in
May 2019. Construction is anticipated to

be completed by August 2020, weather
dependent.
Prospect Construction, Inc. of Puyallup, WA
recently completed a project at the
wastewater treatment plant that included
improvements to the influent pump station,
replacing failing bearings on the oxidation
ditch brush aerators, replacement of the drive
motor on the secondary clarifier, and
replacement
of
a
failing
ultraviolet
disinfection unit. The project was completed
on time and on budget with no change orders.
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Hundreds Attended the 2019 Downtown Block Party

Photos by Mary Miller

RUMOR HAS IT...

Rumor: City Council can legally implement a building moratorium due to the low levels
of the river, health of salmon and the continuing and worsening impact of climate
change. The answer is FALSE.

The City cannot simply stop development or
mandate a property owners’ decision to sell
their property to a third-party for development.
However, we do have tools to manage
development, and Council has taken many
such measures over the years to shape the
type of development within the city.
For
example, Council has prohibited residential
growth in commercial zones, reduced density,
and taken several measures to prioritize
commercial development, such as the City’s
new
Concurrency
Ordinance
https://
northbendwa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/
Item/4280.
Commercial growth is important for the financial
health of the City because the majority of the
City’s budget for infrastructure is generated by
the business community, not property taxes.
Commercial development benefits citizens by
keeping the City portion of residents’ property
taxes from increasing. Additionally, the City
has partnered with Si View Metropolitan Parks
District and bought many acres for park land,
saving those areas from being developed and
providing additional amenities for our citizens.
City of North Bend is unique in that, unlike
other water users that impact the river, we are
mandated to replace the water taken from
Centennial Well, drop for drop, anytime the
Snoqualmie River falls below an established
instream flow level. That does not mean that
we are required to bring the river level back to
instream flow, but rather to replace what our
residents and businesses use.

Mitigation water is expensive. Most years,
our bill from SPU has been around
$100,000, but last year we paid nearly
$350,000. That money is being paid by
North Bend’s water customers.
By conserving water, citizens not only save
money on the purchase of water but also on
the mitigation water we acquire on their
behalf.
We currently have nearly 1,000 housing
units that are vested in our system. That
means that they have filed complete
applications and it means that we have
water and sewer capacity for them. While
many people think we can just shut off
development because we want to, that
simply isn’t the case.
Enforcing
a
moratorium
on
new
development comes with many legal
ramifications and in fact, there are very few
legal reasons to enact one. If the reason
isn’t strong and you don’t have a plan to
address the issue that prompts a
moratorium, we would have enacted an
illegal moratorium and be subject to lawsuit
that would need to be defended by our legal
team and ultimately be paid for by the
citizens of North Bend.
The City is not out of water. We are also not
out of sewer capacity and are within
compliance at the sewer treatment plant.
We also have adequate mitigation for the
current vested development.
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Park Street Roundabout to Add to Downtown Safety
The Park Street - North
Bend Way roundabout
project began June
24th.
In 2018, the City was a
recipient of a $1 million
grant toward this
top-priority project.
This year, the City
received an additional
$250,000 grant for the project. This
roundabout will improve public safety,
educe traffic congestion and improve
downtown walkability.
Construction is anticipated to be
completed in October, weather

dependent.
If you have any questions about
the project, please contact Tom
Mohr, Interim Public Works Director at 425-888-7653 or email
tmohr@northbendwa.gov.

Councilmember Corner: Meet Martin Volken
Members of North
Bend City Council
work tirelessly to
make North Bend a
great place to live
and work. Martin
Volken has played
an important role as
a member of the
Council for the past
three and 1/2 years.

college in Switzerland and earned a
commerce degree in Microeconomics and
Languages. His career path was to become
a simultaneous translator. He speaks Swiss
-German, German, French, Italian and
English, which he learned when he moved
to the United States in 1990. He ultimately
decided not to pursue a career in
translating and follow his lifelong mountain
passion and become an IFMGA Swiss
mountain guide.

Martin was elected to
City Council and began his term in January of
2016. Prior to running for council, he began
serving on the Economic Development
Committee in 2009 because of his passion for
outdoor recreation and the beauty of North
Bend.

This passion brought him to the US, where
he knew there was plentiful wilderness to
explore. When he moved to Washington,
he decided to open Pro Ski Service in
Seattle in 1991, which was focused on ski
sales and service. While continuing to grow
the ski shop, he returned to Switzerland
and earned his mountain guiding license
(IFMGA) in 1996. In 1999, he moved to
North Bend, founded Pro Guiding Service
and opened a second retail shop in
Downtown. The combined knowledge
acquired in the mountains and through his
ski store led to his current business model.
In 2005, he sold the Seattle store to focus
on the North Bend store in conjunction with
the guiding office. He recently moved Pro
Ski and Mountain Service from Downtown
North Bend to a new location at 112 West
Second Street.

“I was recruited to the Commission by the
Economic Development Director Gina Estep.
She believed that North Bend needed a brand
audit to discover who we are, how we are
perceived and how we want our community to
be for residents and tourists alike,” Martin
said. “My goal was to implement brand
guidelines to establish North Bend’s identity.
If we exercise our brand on every municipal
level and do it consistently, it will attract a
certain type of person to live, visit or start a
business in North Bend.”
He said the main factor that drove his
decision to become involved in City Council
was his desire to ensure that the branding
work would help create a balance of living in
a beautiful environment and providing access
to jobs and recreation as well as attracting
businesses that fit with the brand.
Martin was born and raised in a small town in
Switzerland called Stalden. He also attended

In his free time, Martin enjoys being
outside, skiing, hiking, biking, climbing,
traveling and also enjoys reading. He and
his wife, Gina, have two daughters, 26 and
24 years old.
If you would like to reach out to
Councilmember Volken, please contact him
at mvolken@northbendwa.gov.

